








1924  THE FIRST MAJOR LEGISLATIVE
REFORM WHICH ALLOWED FOR ELECTED 
REPRESENTATION ON THE LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO



1925  LIMITED ELECTION TO THE
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL AND TO THE 
GOVERNOR’S EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

The First 
General Elections:
1925
The fi rst General election in Trinidad and 
Tobago has held on 9th February, 1925. 
This was as a result of the recommendation 
of a Report by the Under Secretary of State 
for the Colonies, Mr. Wood. This report 
advocated the inclusion of a small number 
of elected members in the legislature. 
Later, an Order in Council dated April 
1924 provided for election of a minority 
of unoffi cial members in the Trinidad 
Executive Council.

• Candidate for election had to meet
fi nancial and residential requirements.

• The age limit was twenty one years for
men voters and thirty years for women
voters.

• The electorate comprised only 5.9
percent of the total population and of
this number 14.9 percent voted.

• The order in Council 1924 formed the
basis of the 1925 Constitution. Source: Port of Spain Gazette, 

Feb 8, 1925



1934  CAPTAIN CIPRIANI FORMED THE
TRINIDAD LABOUR PARTY WHICH 
PROMOTED THE IDEALS OF SELF 
GOVERNMENT AND ANTI COLONIALISM

Captain Arthur Andrew 
Cipriani (1875-1945)
1921
His popularity reached great heights and he was elected to a seat on 
the city council of Port of Spain.

1923
Cipriani became president of the Trinidad Workingmen’s Association 
which at that time was the country’s leading workers organization.

1925
Captain Cipriani became mayor of the city of Port of Spain.

1934 
In 1934 he formed the Trinidad Labour Party which was in essence 
the Trinidad Workingmen’s Association under a new name. One of his 
chief lieutenants, Uriah Butler left the labour party in 1936 and formed 
his own British Empire Workers Citizen Home Rule Party.
Source
The People, Nov 10, 1934, p. 7.”

The People, Sep 29, 1934, p. 6.”

A statue was unveiled in his memory in 1959 at the 
intersection of Marine Square (now Independence 

Square) and Frederick Street.



1937  BUTLER OILFIELD RIOTS, RUMBLINGS IN 
THE LABOUR MOVEMENT ADDED TO THE 
GROWTH IN ANTI-COLONIAL SENTIMENT

Source: 
Evening News, 
Sep 27, 1937

Source: 
Evening News, Jun 22, 1937

Source: Evening News, Jul 5, 1937

Source: 
Trinidad Guardian, 
Jun 24, 1937

Source: 
Sunday Guardian, Jun 27, 1937

Source: 
Trinidad Guardian, Jun 23, 
1937



1939 - 1945  
WORLD WAR II

World War II (1939-1945) was the bloodiest, 
deadliest war the world had ever seen.  This confl ict 
involved virtually every part of the world.  It was felt 
that this war was a continuation of the disputes left 
unsettled by World War I.  Germany and its allies, 
the losers in the war was stripped of one sixth of 
its territory and forced to pay huge reparations.  
This caused bitterness and anger in Germany 
which led to World War II.  The principal powers in 
the war were Germany, Italy, Japan, France, Great 
Britain, the United States, the Soviet Union and to 
a lesser extent China.

World War II proved to be very different from the fi rst 
as technology had made the world appear a much 
smaller place.  Trinidad was never directly attacked 
but many Trinidadians fought in the battle for Britain.  
Many air cadets joined the Royal Air Forces and 
the Royal Canadian Air Forces.  The members of 
the Trinidad’s Royal Naval reserve were called up, 
but no contingent of soldiers left the island before 
1944.  

One Trinidadian air cadet who became a war hero 
was Phillip Louis Ulric Cross.  The United States 
Forces arrived in Trinidad on March 1941 and kept 
up a high military presence until the end of the war.  
Similar conditions occurred as in World War I as 
there were severe shortages of foodstuff and other 
materials.  

The social turbulence in Europe caused many 
Jewish persons in the course of the war to settle in 
Trinidad.  Many streets in Diego Martin are named 
after Jewish war heroes. The end of the war brought 
much jubilation and celebration as the people of 
the world had grown tired of the war.  Two days 
of celebrations to mark the victory took place on 
August 15 and 16, 1945.  The end of the war brought 
signifi cant cultural changes in the era of steel band 
and Carnival. 

Sources:
Anthony, Michael: Historical Dictionary OF Trinidad and Tobago 

World War II: An Overview
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/article/world-war-ii-overview

World War II
http://www.britannica.com/EBchecked/topic/648813/World-War-
II

Source:




